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 William Everett

William Everett (October 10, 1839 – February 16, 1910) was born in Watertown, Massachusetts, United States. Everett was elected to the Fifty-third United States Congress as a Democrat representing Massachusetts's seventh district. 

Elijah Adams Morse (May 25, 1841 - June 5, 1898) was a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts. Morse was elected as a Republican to the Fifty-first and to the three succeeding Congresses.

In 1893, the US Congressman E. Morse from Massachusetts, introduced an Amendment to the Chinese Exclusion Act. At the front page, he claimed:

“The Chinese Exclusion Act, know as the Geary Law,

. An infamous, unjust law that ought to be radically amended or repealed,

. Restriction of immigration should not be confined to Chinese, but should include undesirable immigrants from European countries”

Extracts from Congressman Morse at the hearing taken on Friday, October 13, 1893:

“The Geary bill, so called, which was passed during the Fifty-second Congress, I regard as an inhuman and unjust bill; it violates solemn treaty obligation with China; it was passed on suspension day under the suspension of the rules, with only fifteen minutes debate on a side, without notices and with no opportunity for absent members to pair.”

“The Chinese, I say, are in offensive, they never break any of our laws, they never engage in riot, they are rarely found in the panel or reform institutions of the country”

“We have been calling, Mr. Speaker, our country an asylum for the downtrodder and oppressed of every land.”

“…, these Chinamen, so for as I knew, proved to be good citizens.”

“Hence I denounce the provisions of this unjust law, known as the Geary law, which outrages very principle of Christianity and humanity.”

“The pending bill should be passed in the interest of justice and humanity. The Chinese had every reason to believe that the decision of the Supreme court would be in this favor, and they were advised by the Six companies to register.”  

The Geary bill required Chinese Americans register and take out certificates to assume their continued residence here.

The Amendment asked for repeal or to extend the deadline of register for at least six months.

Extracts of Congressman William Everett at the hearing taken at the US House on Saturday, October 14, 1893:

“… it is the right and the duty of the foreign minister of any nation to any other nation to remonstrate against any act which he deems to be oppressive to his own people.”

“It is the right and the duty of the Secretary of state, or the corresponding officer in any government to listen to those remonstratice, and it is the right and duty of the Secretary of State, if the sees in the remonstances of the foreign minister any course for believing that our legislation in oppressive, to seek through proper channels to have that legislation modified.”

“China broke to old policy of exclusion, China put herself within the pale of Western nations. Do not let us force ourselves to that extremity, to that severity of the old policy of exclusion which we ourselves taught China to give up.”

“let me tell the gentlemen further that the time will come, perhaps two hundreds and fifty years hence, when the descendants of gentlemen on the Pacific coast will regret your treatment of the Chinese at this time, and will be more inclined to follow the example of Massachusetts men in following some future California Armstrong in doing justice to the Chinese.”

